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Howard BRarlow

(1892-1972)

—— Radio Pioneer

by James A. Pegolotti
Howard Barlow was truly & radio music - lessons on the piano, but
pioneer. He was music director of taught himself the cello, the trum-
CBS for its first sixteen vyears pet and almost every other instru-
11927-1943), then moved to NBE to ment and sang in a quartet., Reed had
become conductor of the long-run- no ausic program, so he founded the
ning Voice of Firestone. He was glee club and became its conductor.

born May 1, 1892 in Plain City, Ohis
a few miles northwest of Columbus.
His great-grandfather John Barlow
left Ridgefield, Connecticut "in
about 1B02" arriving in Dhic via New
York GState by 1820, The family
farmed the Darby Plzin area as well
35 began wWood-working businesses,
When the family’'s Plain City furni-
turg factory burned down in 1893,
Barlow's family moved first to Ur-
bana, Ohio (where a brick furniture
factory was built}, then to Mount
Carmel, Illinois (where Howard spent
his formative vyears and another
family furniture factory burned to
the ground}, then to Denver, Eplora-
do {(where he completed high =chool
and received his enly lesson in
cenducting from Wilbeforce White-
man, father of Paul Whiteman) and
finally to Portland, Oregon in 1912
where he and his sister Ruth entered
newly-opened Reed College. In Ohio
ang Iilinpis, he had had formal

HAC S

He majored in English literature but
failed his senior orals and was not
allowed to graduate. Since he had
won a scholarship to Columbia Uni-
versity to study music, Reed‘s pres-
ident agreed to allow Barlaw to
complete his English degree at Co-
lumbia. In 1915 he arrived in New
York City and commenced his music
studies at Eolumbia while simulta-
neously ceapleting his literature
degree for Reed College.
Fortunately for Barlaow, who
wanted to conduct, the New York
City area abounded in choral groups
always seeking new and energetic
conduckors. Barlow conducted two or
three of these at a time. 1In 1917,
when The Breat War called young amen
te action, Barlow found he could
both conduct and still serve his
country through the Fesdick Commis-
sion - whose purpose it was to pro-
vide uplifting activities, such as



Howard Barlow (1892-1972)
for soldiers in new train-
He was assigned to be

at Camp OGreene in
Eharlotte, Morth Carclina, but his
days there were cut short when he
was sent to France and the war it-
self. Hie unusual abilities were
recagnized the taught himsel+f
French) and he hecame part of the
fArmy’'s Division of Criminal Investi-
gation.

singing,
ing caaps.
music director

When
returned
portunities

the war ended, Barlow
to New York and found op-
to conduct both choral
groups and orchestras., There he met
Arthur Judson who was becoming the
most important manager of concert
artists and conductors in the United
States. “We hit it off immediately,"
“and from that time on he served as
my manager without contract", Barlaw
states in his oral history. The many
contacts he had made became spring-
toards toc many unusual ventures for
him in the early 19208, among which
was the American Natiopnal Orchestra.
A concern for "America first"
emerged after World War . Later it
would he equated with isolaticnisa,
but at the beginning it was an inno-
cent «call to serve Americans first.
This was a natural in the musical
world as orchestras then were filled
with European-borna amusicians. In
1923, Barlow founded the American
Mational Orchestra, an orchestra
employing only American-born musi-
tians. For two years, BHarlow's so-
ciety connections f{many from his
days as a chorus conductor) supplied
money for the orchestra. Reviews
were good, but Barlow recalls how
the orchestra died: "Deems Taylar
came out with a iong Sunday article
about the fmerican National Orches-
tra, saying it was just what the
American people needed, that it was
a second-rate orchestra...but there
were encugh first-rate orchestras in
the country; what they needed were
more second-rate orchestras such as

-- Radioc Pioneer

{continued!}

ogurs,
in the

Wwell, that was an atomic bomb

Board of Directars...they
decided that they would disband.”
Bariow then spent several years as
mysic director of Neighborheood Play-

hguse, a well-known theater for
unusual productions in New York
City.

In 1927, Arthur Judson and
several other entrepreneurs ini-
tiated the Columbia Broadcasting
System to challenge the existing
Mational Broadcasting System. Judscon
celected Barlow to be the new net-
work's music director of seriocus
music and Bariow conducted an or-

chestral concert as the first broad-

cast of the Columbia systea on Sun-
day, September {8, 1727. The world
of radip fit his talents complete-
ly---flexible, efficient and gifted
in arranging music f{an essential
talent for early radio}. Many im-

portant programs in early radic bore
Barlow's musical stamp. For enxample,
in

would remain one of the most tisten-
ed-to programs of the 1930s. Part-
documentary/part dramatization, the
program Df newsworthy staries had an
intensity and reality greatly aided
by Barlow’'s atmospheric musical
transitions for news storie that
changed +from China to Italy, from
tragedy to humorsus episode. The
show was always live and Barlow
conducted the orchestra.

Barlow
firm supporter of American music.
19346 EBS commissioned works by

betame recocgnized as a
Ini
5ix

American composers specifically far
ragdio performances to be conducted
The performances of the works by

such composers &s faron Copland  and
William Grant Still (the Still work
“Lenox Avenue" is now availakle in
the original Barlow broadcast on
compact disc) attracted naticnal
attention. In addition to the CHS
commissions, 1in 1938 Barlow invited



Howard Barlow (1892-1972)
young composers to send compesitions
directly to him. Compositions found
worthy would be part of the summer
archestra series that Barlow con-
ducted. Several composers were pro-
vided a national audience for their
works as a result.

Barlow aspired to be appoint-
ed conductor of a major orchestra.
Arihur Judson had the power of
placement of conductors with major
orchestras and gave Barlow guest
conducting stints with such orches-
tras as the Chicago Sympheny and the
New York Philharmonic. Reviews were
usually laudatory, but the American
public continued to bow before for-
eign-born maestros. "Too bad my name
isn’'t Barlowski”, DBarlow once told

his nephew. Judson did help Barlow
gain appeintment as conductor of the
Baltimore Symphony in :t940. (CES
provided some release tinme for
this}. Supported by the City of
Daltimore as a municipal orchestra,
the Symphony had wmanagerial and
union problems and in 1942 in  the
kiddle of his third successful sea-
50N, the orchestra folded. (it

would be reorganized in a year!).

in 1943, Barlow resigned from
Columbia Broadcasting and accepted
the conductorship of the foremost

weekly radio show of classical/semi-
classical music, the Voice of Fire

on NBL. In so doing, he took-
over a jong-standing musical tradi-
tion on radio for the program had
commenced in 1928. From its incep-
tion, the VYpice
emphasized the humar veice in song
along with musical selections by an
orchestra of top professionals. Most
great opera singers appeared on the
program beginning the program with
the well-known theme "If [ Could
Tell You", a song composed by Ida-
belie Firestone, wife of the com-
pany’'s foaunder. The program was the
mainstay of Monday night programming

-- kadio Pioneer

Cleft in 1939,

1351

fcontinued)

on  NBL (later on ABC) for many
years. The Firestone family appre-
ciated DBarlow for his Ohic roots

(the company was based in Akron) and
love of American music.

In {950, BRarlow
grogram from radip
until 1937} into its cross-over to
television, the first good . music
program to present its sploists in
staged settings for their songs.
However, the television public, as
the 1930s moved along, lost interest
in seriocus music and ratings for the
Voice of Firestone began to fall,
Attempts by the producers of the
Firestune program to bring a variety
of popular entertainers ontoc the
program to save its falling ratings
didn’'t succeed. Barlow did not stay
around until 1943 to see the death
throes of the once proud prograa; he
(Barlow may be seen on
many of the comaercially available
videotapes of telecasts of the Vpice
of
Artists Internatiomal)

guided the
twhere it played

The. 19605 were difficult vyears
for Howard Barlow. After thirty-two
years, he no longer was a conductor
on radigo., He decried the business of
music, of payola, of the loss of the
sense Of good music among the Ameri-
can public. For the last part of his

life he turned to helping young
musicians, appearing as guest con-
ducter feor honor erchestras of tal-

ented high school musicians,

He and his wife of thirty-nine
years acved in 1945 from their spa-
tious home in Westchester {(New York!
Eounty to a wmodest home twenty
miles away in Bethel, Ct. Fiscal
difficulties waere upon them atter a
life which had been full, though
childless. He had earned much money.
As the first ausic director for
Columbia Broadcasting, Barlow had
asked for and got $15,000/year. Not



Howard Barlow (13872-1972) (cont ' 4)

bad for t?27. He once told the Dean
of Julliard Schocl: "I may not ge
the best, but I'm sure expensive"”.
His wife and he enjoyed spending
money, but goud health was lacking;
they cuffered many illnesses and
in those years there were no health
benefits,

When he died January 3t,
1972, aniy a dozen people attended
the fupreral services in Danbury,
£t. {the town next to Bethel) in-
cluding a neighbor who was an E£pis-
cogpal priest and spoke kind words
about this talented wman relating
that even the great conductur Arturo
Toscanani, in the inscription on a
photo of himself given to Barlow,
had indicated his admiration for the
accomplishments of this American-
born conductar.

Wote: MHoward Barlow's Oral History
is part of the Radic Pioneer Collec-
tign at Columbia University. He was
interviewed in 1931,

Editors MNete: James A. Pegolotti,
Librarian at Western Connecticut
State University, Danbury, Conpnecti-
cut, has written extensively about
Howard Barlow. This article was
prepared for Barlow ot Barlow on
March 29, 1994, and Mr. Pegolotti’'s
pfforts are appreciated very much.

Howard Barlow was borp on May ¢,
1892, at Plain City, Madison County,
ghio. His parents were Earl ¥W.
Barlow and Nettie Dusham, and he was
& teath generation descendent of
dohn Barlow of Fairfield, Connecti-
cut {(Howard'?, Earl W.", Edmond W."%,
Edmung W,”, Johpn®*, Jabez®, Samuel®*,
dohn®, John®, Johnt).

Howard Barlow married Jeannette Tho-
was on December {2, 19268, and they
had no childrens. He died or January
31, 1972, at Danbury, Connecticut.

THE OXFORD
DICTIONARY OF

SAINTS

BARLOW, Ambrose (Edward) (153;-
1641), Benedictine monk and marnr.
Burn, the son o Sir Alexander Barlow, at
Barlow Hall (Lancs) in 1385, Barlow
contermed 1o the Church of England tor
some ‘ears bul returned (o0 the Runtan
Catholic Church in 1607 and chtered the
English College, Douvai. #{e was im-
prisoaed for unknown causes in Englind
for a tew months in 1613; on his release he
became 2 Buenedictine monk  at Sh
Greyory's, Douai. was prufessed in 1614,
and orduned priest in 1617. He then
retumed o England and worked near
Manchester and Liverpool tor 14 vears. His
principal base was Morlevs Hall, near
Leigh. Distinguished for his love of the
poor, his wir and kindliness, he is described
in a contemporary work which chronicled
his lung and fruidful apostolate as the man
‘most likelv to represent the spirit of Sir
Thomas *More’. Four times he was
imprisoned and four times released, but at
last in 1641 he was arrested at Leigh while
preaching, imprisoned in Lancaster casile,
and wried. Shorly before, Charies | under
exireme pressure had ordered ail priesss to
leave the realm or incur the penalties of
traitors. Barlow admiced that he was a
priest. but said that the decree specified
"Jesuits and seminary priests’, whereas he
was neither, but a Benedictine monk; in any
case, having just sutfered a stroke, he was
too ill to travel. He was then otfered release
in exchange for 4 promise not to ‘seduce
any more people’. He answered: *l am no
seducer, bul a reducer of the people to the
true and ancient religion . .. | will con-
tinue unul death to render this good office
o these suaved souls.” He was hanged,
drawn, and quartered av Lancaster on
10 September. His skull is preserved a1
Wardley Hall (Lancs.) and his hand at
Stanbrook Abbey (Worcesier). He was
canonized by Paul VI in 1970 as one of the
*Forty Marnrs of England and Wales.
Feast: 25 Ocrober,

The Apustolal Life of Ambrose Burlom (ed. W. E.
Rhodes, Chetham  Miscellanies, i {1gog),
Chetham Sociery, ol hiil R Challoner,
Mowuin of Misipsntary Priis {ed. ]. H. Pollen
luzgh pp. jui—4000 B, Camm. Nine Haenr
Vleasy  (Lastr ). Stonar, cimiree  Barfew
tpamphice taney, F AL 535-7 MCEL L
1c1



Bobbie Dunbar wrote and gave her BARLOW line {see also related guery on page
134 of this issuel. She suggested that it could be shortened but I thought
that it was too interesting to shorten. I did rearrange it a bit and I hope
she won't aind my doing this.

John M, Barlow, C. 1832 - 1910

John M. BARLOW was born about 1832 in the New Mexico Territory. He, his wite
Ann Eliza GREEN (a Shawnee) and their three daughters were living with the
Shawree Indians in Johpson Cogunty, Kansas, in 1857 when they were each allct-
ted 200 acres of land under the provisions of the Peace Treaty of 1848, Ann
Eliza GREEN, a Shawnee, was hormn about 1831. Their children were:

i. Martha BARLOW was bLorn in 1832, She died in 1885 in Johnson
County, Kansas. She wmarried Toby LYNCH and their children were:
Susan LYNEH, born in 1879, and Emma LYNCH, born in }8890.

ii. Phoehe HARLOW was horn in {856 and died in (877.
iii. Mancy BARLOW was born in i857. She married a Mr, BALDRIDGE.

Ann Eliza {(GREEN} BARLOW died sometime before the Civil War, that is, btefore
1862, and John M. DBARLOW married Lydia KEEN {or KING} in 1844 in Johnson
Eounty, Kansas, according to a deposition that he gave in 1900, She was born
around 1844 in Kansas and was a Shawnee. Their children were:

iv. Julia BARLOW was born in 1847 in Kansas. GShe died on August 29,
1887, in Okiahoma. She married Br. DAVIS and their children were:
Monday BARLOW, born in 1882 in Oklahoma; Julia DAVIS, born in 1883
and died in 1889, both in Oklahoma; and Amanda DAVIS.

v. dJulius BARLOW was born on June 12, 1870, in Kansas, He died on
Nevember 8, 1938, at Skiatouok, Oklahonma. He married Flora Belle
METIGER on March 3¢, 1897. She was born in November 1873 in Kansas
and died in April 19462 in Oklahoma. Their children were: Maggie
BARLOW, born in ODecember 18908 and died in June 1982, both in 0Okla-
homa; Clarence DARLOW, born in June 1902 and died in May 1976, both
in Oklahoma; Robert BARLOW, born in Octocher 1904 in Oklahoma, is
Bohbie Bunbar’'s father and is living in Colorado; and Ola BARLOW,
horn in May 1907 in QOklahoma and died in July 1990,

The Shawnee Tribe was moved to Oklahoma in 1870 and the BARLOW family settied
on the Grand River in what is now Craig County, Oklahoma. John M. BARLOW and
Lydia (KEEN) BARLOW were divorced in 1882. John remained in Oklahoma with his
children and Lydia moved to Kansas where she sarried second Jack BUFFINGTON on
April 24, 1882.

Jehn M. BARLOW married third Minta BEN, a Cherckee, in 18835. She was born
about 1833 and they had no known children. In 1876 John was appointed Guard-
ian for his grandchildren, Emmaa and Susan LYNCH, Julia and Amanda DAVIS, and
Monday HARLOW. John M. BARLOW died in 1910 in Vinita, Eraig County, Oklahoma,
and was buried in the Barlow Graveyard there. The graves in this cemetary
were later moved to Ketchum, Oklahkoma, by the Grand River Dam Authority to
make way for the Pensacola Reservoir.,

,._
L
A



QUERIES

Gueries are free and welcose fros all, subscribers and library readers alike. [f vou answer a query directly,
it would be appreciated if you would send a copy of your answer to this newsietter so that we may publish it
far the benefit of all.

Mancy BARLOMW, daughter of Wyatt "Captain” BARLGW {(twin of William! and Susanna
HAMMOND, was born ca. 1787, possibly in Rochester, MA, and married Reuben
COOLEY of Hawley, MA&, 02 Dec 1807 in Hardwick, Worcester Co., HNA. Four
children, Laura, Alvord, Lyman, and Orpah were born in Hawley., Orpah (sister
af Reuben LO0LEY) married Stephen PIXLEY ca. 1804, and their children, Orrii-
la, Alvin Cooley, Lorenzo, Stephen, and Sumner were borp in Hawley. Stephen
FIXLEY, Alvin COBLEY, and Reuben COOLEY with their families removed to Rich-
field, Medina Co. (later Summit Co.}, OH, ca. $1817. By 1830 Nancy was the
head of & household of 10 people in Hinckley, Medina Ce., OH. I have no
knowledge of Nancy after 1830, but in 1840 in the household of Julius and
Laura (COOLEY} JOHNSON of Hudson, Summit Co., OH, there is one oclder female
who may have heen Nancy. It seems likely that Reuben and Nancy were divorced.
Between 1834 and 1857 im Hinckley, OH, there are some land transfers ianvolving
Reuben COOLEY and wife Mary C., Alexander Hulbert (first husband of Orpah
CODLEY), Orpah and Thomas Bates (second hushandl.

1 would appreciate information relative to any of the above peaople or their
descendants.

Thelma 4. Beebe, 5648 5. Foresthill St.,, Littleton, CO BO120-1344

Is there a connection between David BARLOW and Elisha BARLOW? David received
128¢ acre land gramt in Falls and Bell Counties, Texas, for his service in the
Texas War for Independence, 1in 1837. His estate was probated March 17, 1837,
in Franklin County, Vermont. Elisha BARLEMW from Pulaski County, Georgia,
cettled on part of this grant in early 1880's. Will exchange information.

flso seeking information on William BRRLOW who received land in  Washingfon
County, Geoergia, in the 1807 lottervy. His orphans received land in Houston
County, Georgia, in the 1821 lottery. His wife was Edy/Eady/Edith. Will
exchange information.

Lita H. Watson, 320 West Clara, lowa Park, TX 76367-1240

1 am searching for the parents or any information about my great grandfather
John M, BARLOW {see family line on page 133 of this issuel. If anyone is
searching this line of BARLOWs, or krnow of BARLOWs down in Texas or New Mexico
Territory in 1830-4Q, I would like tg hear from thes.

Bohbie Barlow Dunbar, Rt. 73 Box 792, Richland, MO 63338



QUERIES

Dorie Brown {ioy writes that she is making some progress in tracking deown
but further information on her BARLO®S would
(see pages 88 and 96 of BARLOW of BARLOW)
received the birth record for Matilda BARLOW,

her BARLOW
welcome.
has
Matilda
tucy his
Our
twenty
scribing witnesses,
Minister®

ancestry,
Since her last gquery

daughter

‘Sarah M,

ot Henry BARLOW of the Yownship of Tingwick Farmer
wife has been born on the +fiveteenth day of Octaber in the Year
Lord Oone Thousand Eight hundred and forty four and was baptized
fifth day of December of the same yvear in the presence
Johnson,

ke

which states that
angd

an
af the

Geocrge Ricker,

From the GSociéte de généalogie de Buébec she has learned that Henry

BARLOW

Anglican
children:
was born
t, 1835,
¥esleyan
Margaret
Church at Guebec city.

and Lucy

Church at Lévis, Huébec.

on February 17, 1834;
Methodist Church.

Dorie Brown Lioy,

Want parents of both John DBARLOW
born c¢. 14695 Pembrokeshire, MWales,
and wife Ann {probably WARD). They

had, among others, Ann Barlow &,
Samuel Drake in Fairfield CT in
16590, Any information on any of
these people appreciated.
Dorothy West
23 Smart Road, Actom, MA 01720
Editor’s Note: 1 a# planning on

publishing a feature article on lohn
Barlow in the August issue of Barlow

of Barlow. There is not a lot of
good solid information about Jaohn
Barlow, but I hope to compile all
that is known and try to make sense

of it. Any information, especially
documented information on his par-
ents and his wife's maiden surnase,
that our readers have and wish to
send in for the August issue will be
appreciated very much.

Henry and Lucy BARLOW had three
Priscilla BARLDW was born on Auqust 27,

RICKER were married on January 18,

These three were baptized on January 16,

From

1831, in the

1832;

Henry BARLOW

18065, in St. Andrew’'s Presbyterian

126 Stonehenge Road, Rochester, NY 145609-3207

Bobbie Dunbar:
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In Memory————

Services for Martin M. Barlow were hold Monday. March 7.
1994 wn ke Colanial Chapel of Lebanon. Mo., wih Rev. Bill
Elam officialing. Bural was in the Lebanon Cemelery. under 1he
Jdisecnion of the Cotonial Funeral Chapel of Lehanon. Music wos
by Rusty Shadel. soMsist and Marcia Shadel. organisi.

Escorty were Murel Amos. Ryszard Gondned. Jesse Elam.
Mark Fingers. Deony Lambeth and Don Clark.

Marun M. Barlow. son of Tennis and Rosie King Barlow. wis
bom in Pulasks Counly on Junuary 18 IR9S, and Jdeparted ihis
tile Marck 3, 1994 i Richland. Mo.. a1 tee age of ninety-six

ears.
g He was united in marraage with Grace Walson i June oi 1920,
and ta 1his uniom five children were bom. He was preceded
death by his wife. Grace: oae son, Jim Barlow; and one daugh-
Ier. Sandra Barlow.

Martin pwnoed and operated 3 dsiey farm in the Pulzsk) Couniy
are for many years. He also managed 1he Jagy faem ot the
Baptist Home 1 fronton. Mo. lor 2 number of years.

He has been a lifelime ber of the B Bapiisi Church.

Those sueviving include his Ihree sons, Manin ! Barlow of
Richland. Donald Barlow of Peorta. Illinots and Tommy Bariow.
seven grandchildeen. eighn yrea-geandchildren: and many aiher
relsives and friends.

Marlin is also preceded in dexh by his parenis. Tour brothers,
Yiegid, Herbert, Arthur and Hamson: two sisters. |du and Edng
Barlow; two inlant trothers: and a halt brosher, Geotge.

Martin attended Chillicothe Noemal Coilege v e early
1900°3. He enjoyed plaving the Duie and was even able 1o play
in the last few monihy of hig life.

apst

"Alaira

sub-
By Mr., B. Hitchrtock

Aubigny

other
Henry Thomas BARLOW
and George William BARLOW was born on December
1834, in the Bourg Louis
Henry BARLOW was the son of
BOA, who were sarried on April 24,




BARLOW BOOKSHELF

This column, listing hooks of specific irterest to Barlow researchers, will ke published fros tise to tise.

Barlow of Barlow Notebook, by A. Maxim Coppage, a complete set of Harlow of

Bariow 1988-1993 plus additional Barlow information, available from A, Maninm
focppage, &53 Pershing Drive, Walnut Creek, ChR 745%4, $30.00 ppd.

Bunches of Barlows, by Elizabeth H. Michaels & John 0. Hawkins, an account of

thke descendants of John Barlow of Wilkes Co., NC, avatilable from John O.
Hawkins, Route 3 Box 430, Lenoir, NC 2864353-932t, #10.00 + $2.00 shipping.

The Barlgw Story From (717, by Mary M. HWelf, an account of one line of the

descendants of Christopher % Parvera Parlur/Berter/Barlow, available from Mary
M., Wolf, 1833 Booksin Avenue, San Jose, LA 93123, $30.Q0 ppd.

Family Genealogy Comprising The Ancestry and Descendants of Jonathan Barlaow &

Plain Rogers of Delaware €o., NY, by George Barlow, 1891, one copy (stained)

available subject to prior sale from Tuttle Antiguarianm Books, Inc., P.0. Box
341, Rutland, VT 05702, #30.90 + $3.00¢ shipping.

Those researchers who are planning expeditions to cemetaries this summer may
be interested in the following state cemetary atlases. Both contain detailed
maps showing the locations of all known cemetaries, I+ any readers know of
similar atlases for other states, we would be interested in publishing the
information.

Michigan Cemetary Atlas, available from Library of Michigan, P.0. Box 30047,

Lansing, MI 48709, $20.00 ppd.

Burial Grounds of Yermont, available from The Yermont Old Cemetary Associa-

tion, c/o Charles Marchant, P.0. Box 132, Townshend, VT 03333, $19.23 + $2.50
shipping.

Annual Index to Barlow of Barlow

An  anpual every-name index is being prepared each time this newsletter 1is
published and will be included with the November issue. Every-name ingexes
for past issues are available as follows: '

1989, pages 1-32 . . . . . . . <. % 1.50 ppd
1990, pages 33-44 . . . . . . . 1.50 ppd
1991-2, pages &5-88 . . . . . . . 1.50 ppd
1993, pages 89-t2¢ . . . . . . . . 1.5¢ ppd
All four past issue inderxes . . . 5.60 ppd



