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A HUSBAND FOR BARBARA
by Nancy Barlow Bruns

For years, descendants of the 18th

century western Virginia pioneers John
Barlow (1781- 1866) and Martha Waddell
Barlow (1790-1872) of Pocahontas County,
Virginia, now West Virginia, have believed
from printed sources that they were
descended from a Revolutionary War soldier
named Alexander Barlow and his wife
Barbara. Her maiden name was sometimes
given as Rowse.

The family story was that Alexander
Barlow died in the Revolution, leaving a
widow and a son named John born
November 26, 1781. As a young man, on
December 18, 1804, John Barlow married
Martha Waddell, a daughter of Alexander
Waddell and of Eleanor Rousch Waddell of
the Valley of Virginia Rousch (sometimes
spelled Rausch) family.

For nearly thirty years I searched every
listing of Revolutionary soldiers in every

book, library or archive from Richmond,
Virginia, to the Library of Congress for an
Alexander Barlow from Virginia who fought
in the Revolutionary War on either side.
Eventually, I came to the conclusion that
there was no Alexander Barlow who could
have been the father of John and husband of
Barbara Barlow. Other family members and
historians (for example, Richard Kraus,
author of Casebolt: An American Family1)
with an interest in locating Alexander
Barlow have reached the same conclusion.
The Virginia Barlows commonly listed as
soldiers are Ambrose, Ephraim, James,
Joseph, Joshua, Lewis, Nathan, Richard,
Samuel, Thomas, and William.2 J. T.
McAllister, who indexed Virginia Militia
from the Records of the Revolutionary War
by W. T. R. Saffell found no Barlows. I
read through the Saffell records and also
found no Barlows.

(continued on next page)
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A Husband For Barbara (continued)

Many men, perhaps upwards of 40,000,
served in state militia units, and many of
these records are lost. This fact, of course,
could explain why there is just no Alexander
Barlow in any record.

In retirement, I decided to look,
instead, for a Barbara Barlow and almost
immediately found a Barbara Harvey,
daughter of Daniel Harvey of Rockbridge
County, Virginia, who married a Richard
Barlow, probably in March of 1779. (One
sometimes sees this date as May 4, 1779.)
I discovered this in a book in a branch
library in Rockbridge County. I also found
this marriage under Virginia marriages on
the Internet.

Later I got a copy of the Barlow-
Harvey marriage bond at the Virginia State
Library at Richmond and saw the original at
the Rockbridge County Courthouse in
Lexington, Virginia. It is not indexed so I
had to ask to see it by date and name.

I knew beyond question that Barbara
Barlow had taken as her second husband a
man named Henry Casebolt. In my family
we have regarded Casebolt descendants as
kinfolks although it was years before I
understood the connection.

The Casebolt family historian Dick
Kraus confirmed for me that the Barbara
Barlow who married Henry Casebolt about
1782 or 1783 was Barbara Harvey Barlow
not Barbara Rowse Barlow. Kraus lists in
his family tree for the Henry Casebolt
family, Richard Barlow as Barbara Harvey
Barlow's first husband. Kraus was able to
reproduce a page from a family Bible of the
Peter Casebolt family which showed Henry
Casebolt's wife as Barbara Harvey.

The copy from the Peter Casebolt Bible
is not the clearest piece of evidence, but it is
there. No marriage certificate nor marriage
record for Barbara Harvey and Henry
Casebolt has yet been found. But there
seems to be no question from the page in the
Bible and from oral tradition that the widow
Barbara Barlow married Henry Casebolt.
There is supporting evidence that Barbara
was a Harvey, not a Rowse. There is also
evidence that John Barlow was a member of
this family since one of his half sisters
named a child John Barlow Kinnison.

It was obvious to me by then that the
two sides of the Barlow-Waddell family had
been confused. As I noted earlier, Martha
Waddell's father was Alexander Waddell
(himself a Revolutionary War soldier and
listed in the DAR's Patriots' Index) and her
mother was Eleanor Rousch Waddell. I had
long considered the coincidence of John
Barlow having two grandfathers named
Alexander. The confusion with the name of
Rousch and the name Rowse is obvious.
(Actually Rousch is a fairly common name
in the Valley of Virginia and Eleanor
Rousch Waddell had nine brothers, all of
whom were said to have served in the
Revolutionary War.)

I also learned that confusing the
maternal and paternal sides of families is not
an uncommon error. An earlier Barlow
genealogist, Crystal Barlow (Mrs. William
K. Barlow, now of Liberty, Indiana), had
suggested the possibility of this. At this
point, I wish to give her credit for the basic
work she did in the l970's and is still doing
on the Barlow family genealogy. Without
her work, I would hardly have known how
to begin my own efforts.

(continued on next page)
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A Husband For Barbara (continued)

I believe the fact that at least three
researchers, working independently of each
other, have reached approximately the same
conclusions is persuasive in itself. My
findings, which agree with the others, are
that Barbara Harvey, daughter of Daniel
Harvey of Rockbridge County, Virginia,
married Richard Barlow in 1779; that
Richard Barlow was a Revolutionary War
soldier from Virginia; and that Barbara
Harvey Barlow was the mother of John
Barlow. I think it obvious that paternal and
maternal grandparent names were confused
and passed on incorrectly.

My own research shows that Barbara
Harvey and Richard Barlow obtained what
amounted to a marriage license in March of
1779. Richard Barlow fought as a soldier of
the Continental Line with the Virginia 4th, 8th

and 12th regiments; he was at Valley Forge
and at an engagement in New York State.
(For an account of this engagement see
Annals of Augusta County, by Joseph
Addison Waddell, Chapter 10. Richard
Barlow is listed on page 267.)3

If one can accept, based on the
Casebolt family Bible, that Barbara Harvey
took as her second husband Henry Casebolt
and that this same woman, Barbara Harvey,
was the wife first of Richard Barlow and the
mother of John Barlow, then I think we have
to accept that Richard Barlow is our
ancestor, not the never-found Alexander.
There is extensive documentation that there
was a Richard Barlow from Virginia who
fought as a soldier of the Continental Line in
the Revolution. There is no record I have
ever found in the source documents of an
Alexander Barlow from Virginia who fought
in the American Revolution on either side in
any capacity.

Richard and Barbara were married well
before the child John was born on November
26, 1781. Richard's service records, which
I have obtained so far, stop at 1779, but the
records are filled with furloughs and
absences. There appears to be no question
that he could have been home or she could
have been at camp with him at the time the
child was conceived.

There is a serious error in the privately
printed but heavily circulated material which
states that the child's father was killed in a
battle years before the child was born. I
don’t want to raise this as an issue. I think
it was an innocent error that caused people
to conclude that Barbara Barlow had had no
husband, particularly since there was no
record of Alexander Barlow. It is partly in
Barbara's defense that I have undertaken this
long and frustrating search. I did not mind
that people believed she had not married the
father of her child, but I did not want to
believe she couldn't have come up with a
better story than to kill off the father years
before the child was born.

At this point, I do not know where or
when Richard died. This might mean that
he just never came home after the war, and
Barbara was not sure what happened to him,
but presumed him dead enough to take a
second husband. John and Martha Waddell
Barlow named one of their children Henry
(my line) so John must have been on good
terms with his mother's second husband. It
would seem to me that John might have used
Casebolt as his last name if there was any
real question about his Barlow forebear.
Since he was a baby or very young when the
Casebolt-Barlow marriage occurred, he could
have been raised as a Casebolt and no
question ever raised about the Revolutionary
War soldier.

(continued on next page)
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A Husband For Barbara (continued)

Old family Bibles or documents that
would list John's parents, or would in some
way tie John directly to Richard and
Barbara, would prove particularly important.
John and Martha Waddell Barlow had
numerous children. If anyone knows other
descendants, please ask them to check for
family Bibles or documents which might
give information. I have posted a version of
this with the Barlow Clearing House on the
Internet.4 .

Kraus lists in his family tree for the
Henry Casebolt family, Richard Barlow as
Barbara Harvey Barlow's first husband and
suggests that Richard's date of birth was
probably 1755. He lists John Barlow as the
child of Barbara and Richard Barlow. I
propose that Barlow descendants5 of John
and Martha Waddell Barlow at least note
that there is later research which strongly
suggests we are descended from Barbara
Harvey Barlow and Richard Barlow, not
Barbara Rowse Barlow and Alexander
Barlow. This would leave the record open
for further research and would be fair to
Barbara and Richard. 

Notes and Source References

1. Richard Kraus, Casebolt: An American
Family, 1990, privately printed, Boston,
Massachusetts. See particularly Chapter 4.

2. Hamilton Eckenrode, Virginia Soldiers in
the American Revolution, 1989, 2 volumes,
Virginia State Library and Archives,
Richmond, Virginia; John H. Gwathmey,
Historical Register of Virginians in the
Revolution, 1775-1782, 1979, Genealogical
Publishing Company, Baltimore, Maryland;
Gaius M. Brumbaugh, Revolutionary War
Records, Volume 1, 1967, Genealogical
Publishing Company, Baltimore, Maryland.

3. Joseph Addison Waddell, Annals of
Augusta County from 1726 to 1871, second
edition, C. J. Carrier, Bridgewater, Virginia.
Richard Barlow's service records provided by
the National Archives also show that he was
in New York State at the time of this
engagement.

4. http://
freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~barlow/

5. William, Alexander, Ellen, Elizabeth,
Miriam, James, John Jr., Nathan G., Josiah,
Henry, Mary Ann, Amos, George and
Andrew. I believe that I am correct that
Ellen, George and Andrew did not live past
childhood. Henry (my line) appears to have
been the last to have lived in the John and
Marthaarlow home place on Red Lick
Mountain.

********************

A Query
I would like to locate the Family Bible of the pioneers John and Martha Waddell Barlow

of Red Lick Mountain, Pocahontas County, Virginia (now West Virginia). This Bible would date
to around 1805 or so, so it is possible someone has donated it to an archives. Please let me
know if you are a descendant and can help locate this Bible or other documents from this couple.

Nancy Barlow-Bruns, alnanb@juno.com, 917 Monument Avenue, Fredericksburg, VA 22401
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New York Cemetery Inscriptions
Continued from page 522, August 2002

Riverside Cemetery, Coxsackie, Greene County, New York

Catharine Conyes Barlow, 1828-1906.
E. C. Smith, 1856-. Libbie Barlow, wife of E. C. Smith, 1855-1892.
D. D. Bradt, 1852-1912. Carrie Barlow, wife of D. D. Bradt, 1865-1893.
Maud Bradt, 1889-1889, age 5 months.

Old Freehold Cemetery, Greenville, Greene County, New York

Adelbert Barlow, son of James & Catharine Barlow, died November 14, 1852, age 14y 8m 15d.

Palmer Cemetery, a.k.a. Kinghill Cemetery, Greenville, Greene County, New York

Herman Waldron, born 1875, died 1958.
Jennie May Barlow, wife of Herman Waldron, born August 5, 1884, died September 1, 1914.

New Jefferson Rural Cemetery, Jefferson, Greene County, New York

Edward S. Mulford, died September 20, 1913, age 60.
Ella A. [Barlow] Mulford, wife, died August 26, 1906, age 48.

Children of Orville and Lizzie Barlow: Forest Barlow, died August 26, 1891, age 4 years.
Nellie M. Barlow, died August 30, 1891, age 6 years.

Windham Cemetery, Windham, Greene County, New York

John Barlow, 1858-1937. Addie L. Barlow, 1864-1929.

Charity Barlow, wife of John Barlow, died February 7, 1859, age 75 years.
David R. Barlow, died December 29, 1904, age 81 years 10 months 20 days.
Mary A. Pierce, wife of David R. Barlow, died April 24, 1904, age 64 years.
Lavinia Barlow, wife of David R. Barlow, died June 9, 1881, age 32 years.

Huldah Barlow, wife of Elias Fancher, born 1805, died 1882.
Elias Fancher, died March 25, 1867, age 80 years.
Lydia West, wife of Elias Fancher, died April 12, 1857, age 69 years 3 months.

J. Leroy Barlow, born 1898, died 1919. John L. Barlow, born 1879, died 1929.

Datus E. Barlow, born August 5, 1833, died September 2, 1916.
Lovina A. Barlow, born June 13, 1833, died December 5, 1920.

(continued on next page)
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New York Cemetery Inscriptions (continued)

Pleasant Valley Cemetery (Ashland Cemetery), Ashland, Greene County, New York

Melvin R. Barlow, born 1918. Nola W. Barlow, his wife, born 1925.
Raymond J. Barlow, born 1891, died 1964 [born November 12, 1891, died January 17, 1964].
Sylvia L. Barlow, his wife, born 1891, died 1966.
Stanley Chase Barlow, born May 22, 1896, died December 18, 1955.
Nellie M. Barlow, born 1868, died 1947.
Julia A. Scott, widow of Nicholas Martin, wife of Nathaniel G. Barlow, born March 20, 1836,
died January 18, 1918.

Lauren Barlow, died November 5, 1886, age 66 years 9 months 12 days.
Mary Barlow, wife of Jerome Baldwin, died July 14, 1895, age 81 years 11 months 5 days.
Alanson Barlow, died August 28, 1858, age 77 years 6 months 12 days.
Mary Ann Barlow, wife of Alanson Barlow.
Revicy Allen.
Unreadable small stone, probably Louisa Jane daughter of Isaac Barlow.
Sarah H. Barlow.
Caturah Barlow, died April 10, 1877, age 45 years ? months 26 days.
Elida Ingraham Barlow, died May 24, 1883, age 22 years 8 months 24 days.

Abel B. Barlow, born March 6, 1810, died June 1, 1846.
Phebe Prout, wife of Abel B. Barlow, born July 15, 1817, died September 21, 1888.
Abel Barlow, died October 23, 1822, age 47 years.
Esther Barlow, wife of Abel Barlow, died January 6, 1847, age 67 years.
Sarah Barlow, daughter of Abel & Esther Barlow, died August 11, 1816, age 1 year 6 months
24 days.
Eunice Barlow, daughter of Abel & Esther Barlow, died October 28, 1826, age 21 years.

Nath'l C. Barlow, died January 2, 1895, age 67 years.
Rachel Barlow, wife of Simeon Miller, died August 10, 1835, age 20 years.

John P. Straughan, born 1834, died 1920.
Helen L. Barlow, wife of John P. Straughan, born 1842, died 1915.

Henry P. Barlow, born 1845, died 1928.
Agnes E. Straughan, wife of Henry P. Barlow, born 1864, died 1944.

Revilo Cobb, born March 4, 1821, died February 16, 1897.
Lovisa Barlow, wife of Revilo Cobb, born March 20, 1822, died August 16, 1898.

Lester C. Barlow, born 1879, died 1945.
Alice C. Blakeslee, born 1866, died 1919.
Hilda Gunther, born 1900, died 1989.

(continued on next page)
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New York Cemetery Inscriptions (continued)

Ilion Village Cemetery, German Flats, Herkimer County, New York

George H. Barlow, 1847-1924.
Mary C. Barlow, wife of George, 1848-1904.
Agnes W. Barlow, wife of George, 1878-1923.
Frank Barlow, 1874-1894.

Clayton Center Cemetery, Clayton, Jefferson County, New York

Gary [or George ?] F. Barlow, son of E. & M. Barlow, died February 3, 1849, at age 1 year 8
months 29 days [born May 5, 1847].

Old Cemetery, between Lowville and Carthage, Lewis County, New York

Dr. William Barlow, died January 8, 1815, in 44th year.

Oakridge Cemetery, Lima, Livingston County, New York

Benjamin Barlow, born March 4, 1758, died September 23, 1831.

Presbyterian Cemetery, Lima, Livingston County, New York

Charles Ingersoll, born June 28, 1797, died February 27, 1885.
Sarah B. Ingersoll, wife, born April 11, 1801, died March 2, 1894.

Lenox Rural Cemetery, Lenox, Madison County, New York

M. Eugene Barlow, 1839-1919.
Mary A. Barlow, wife, 1845-1891. Florence A. Barlow, wife, 1859-1932.

Thomas Barlow, 1805-1896. Cornelia Barlow, wife of Thos. Barlow, 1806-1851.
?, 1788-1852.
Edward C. Barlow, 1838-1903. Albert R. Barlow, 1841-1913.
Charlotte Spriggs Barlow, wife of Thomas Barlow, born 1817 (or 1847), died January 10, 1889.

Charles Flandrau Barlow, born April 18, 1857, died February 21, 1927.
Kittie L. Raut, wife, born July 3, 1867, died November 3, 1904.

(continued on next page)
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New York Cemetery Inscriptions (continued)

West Clarkson Cemetery, Clarkson, Monroe County, New York

Deacon Joel Palmer, born June 22, 1788, at N. Branford, Connecticut, settled Clarkson 1811, died
March 24, 1877.

Phebe Palmer, wife of Joel Palmer, daughter of Benjamin Barlow, born February 18, 1790, at
Granville, Massachusetts, died September 16, 1859, at Clarkson.

John Blodgett, born February 24, 1781, came to Clarkson 1816, had a farm and gristmill between
West Clarkson and Brockport, died January 18, 1848, age 61, killed by a falling tree limb.

Holy Ghost R.C. Cemetery, Gates, Monroe County, New York

George A. Barlow, 1908-1990.

unknown cemetery, Henrietta, Monroe County, New York

Theodore Barlow, died June 25, 1907.

Parma Corners Cemetery, Parma, Monroe County, New York

James H. Barlow, 1914-1979.

Holy Sepulchre Cemetery, Rochester, Monroe County, New York

Frank Barlow (#4778), died 1879.
Emma Barlow (#4772), died 1879.

Mt. Hope Cemetery, Rochester, Monroe County, New York

Harriet A. Barlow, daughter of Ambrose and Margaret Barlow, died February 5, 1848, age 1 year
3 months 11 days.
James H. Barlow, son of Royal and Amanda Barlow, died December 27, 1854, age 13 years 10
months.
John Barlow, died February 16, 1854, age 30.

(continued in February 2003)
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