CHAPTER 1.

NORMAN ORIGINS
Who were the Albinis and the D’Abitots ?

HE Albigis* were a Norman family tracing their pedigree

back to Ivar Jarl {Earl} of the Uplanders in Nor =y ; one

branch became associated with St. Sauveur in Norr.:zdw, and
Roger de St. Sauveur, Count of Cotentin,t refounded the —onastery
of 5t. Sauveur before the Conquest.  Another branch was r+:resented
by Niel (or Nigel) Albini ITL. de St. Sauveur, who married 1 iilegiti-
mate daughter of Robert of Norway, and sister of the Cioqueror;
his son, Nigel Albini, the Conqueror’s nephew, attended “iliam to
the Conquest of England, and married Amicia Ferrers, who:: brother,
Henry the Judge, was one of the compilers of Domesda.

Nigel Albini became Lord of Cainhoe,? Beds.,, an< had four
manors in Derbyshire of the grant of Henry de Ferrers, hi: brother-
in-law. It is unfortunate that the identity of these four —arors is
nor clear, but it seems established that Catton§ was onc »f them.
If the descent of these four manors, which are frequentl: referred
to as settled on Amicia Ferrers, could be worked out, th should
throw much light on Albini pedigrees,

The name is derived from St. Alban, whose great - irch still
exists at Angers, in Brittany:: The Albinis were clearly & oowerful
ard prolific Norman famiiy connected by ties of blood :-d feudal
service with the family of William the Conqueror, wh: ollowed
th2ir powerful relative to England and received in return lesze crants
ard estates. From the Albinis, as the records show, ::ring the

*$c= Horace Round Peerage and Pedigree, Vol. 1., p. 02 1 Derb. Arch., V. XXVIL,
g. 151 ; and Pym Yeatmnan Feudal Histsry of Derbyshire, Vol IV, Vol V.,
pp- 1-115; also Hislory of the House of Arundel, by sawne author. Horize Round
severely criticises Pym Yeatman, and only the more generally azrnied facts
are here given.

¥ite Cotentin is the low-lying promontory at the northern end of whict -Zherbourg
lies ; many towns or villages in this area bear names afterwars: amous in
England, ¢f., Cartaret, Harcourt, St. Lo, etc. The St. Sauveur relsred to lies
in the middle of the Cotentin.

s Tze name Cainhos was brouzht over by the Albinis from their MNormandy estate
of that name, to their Beds, estate.

$0z this point Round confirms Pym Yeaunan ; Derb, Arch., Vol, XX 7L, p. 164.

YL Vol IV, p. 399.
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great English families of Arundel, Fitzalan and Manners {Albinis
of Belvoir).* -

Sir Falcener Madan, in his careful and schelarly tistory of the
Gresleys of Drakelowe, while admitting the descent of the Toenis,
like that of the Albinis, from Ivar Jarl of the Uplarders, claims,
though not very confidently, that in spite of the close similarity of
name, the Todenis (Albinis of Belvoir) are a different family from
the Toenis (p. 15). The Toenis, who were admittedly the ancestors
of the Gresleys, took their name from Tosny or Toeni, a village on
the south bank of the Seine above Rouen and near Chaizau Gatilard.

Who were the D’ Abitots ?

Here, at once, emerges the sturdy, almost savage, Szure of Urso
D’Abitot : amidst much that is shadowy, he stands out = solid historic
character.

He was the son of Almericus D’Abitot, Lord of the Town of St
Jean D’Abitot in the canten of Calbosc and arrondisemzat of Havre,
and direct descendant of Tancred of Hautville.

The village of St. Jean D’Abitot is charmingly place2 high above
the north bank of the Seine, about ten miles up the river rozn Havre,
the road from Havre passing through Harfleur, famous {7 its capture
by Henry V. in the Agincourt expedition in 1415: iiree or four
miles further along the river bank, beyond 8t. Jean D’Abitot, at the
strategic point where the Seine Estuary narrows to ferm the river
channel proper, rises the ruined Castle of Tancarvils, originally
built by Henry I. of England, sec Plate 3.

A well-known antquary of Havre, M., Alphonse Marzn, puklshed
before the war a study of the D’Abitot family and of the Zae zleventh-
century church of S5t Jean D'Abitot, with reproducions o the
interesting Romanesque mural paintings on the walls ¢ the church
and crypt.t

The word “ Abitat ™ itself is of Scandinavian origir. ard means
The Apple Farm; charmingly reminiscent of the orchards o’ Normandy. I

*Histary of Arundel, pp. 77, 81, 125. Pym Yeatman also claims tha: Tom them are
descended the Howards, Freschvilles, Fitzherberts, Gresleys ans ATneys;
Feud. Hist. Derh., Vel TV, pp. 174, 300, and Vol V., pp. 1-3:: bur Horace
Rourd declares with some scern that Pym Yeatman ¥ Di:l Sir nwobert
Gresley’s ancestors to make room for Ais Albinis ' Derb. Arch, Vel XXVIL,
p. 163, See zlso full pedigree in tabular form, P.Y., Vol IV. p. 302 and
generally Bank's Dormant Buoronage, Vol IIL., pp. 718 and 5o

VEtde historique sur Cerlanguz et St. Fean D'dietst, par Alphonse X
Durand et Fis, 1885, Mariin puts the date of the ercction o
1035. Special thanks are due to M, Logig, the learned and cousies:
of the Municipal Licrary at Le Havre, for help in tracing [V’AT .13t e

10Of the rwo words, ABE-10OT, the first, Abe or Appe, represents N 12
Apel, Dan. A5if, Engz. Jdpple; of. Applemont, a village ne
Tet 13 Norse Topt, Sued, Tyft, Lat. Teftun, a farm ; this tvgi el
oceurs frequently as a sulfix in Normandy, eg., Yvetot, Crigu Turetet,
etc. : se¢ Les Noms de Liew ' Origine ren Romane en Normandie, par Chzrles Torer,
Rouen, Imp. Leongy, 5 Rue Basnage, 1913 ; and Les Noms dr Leax, zar Albent
Dauzat, Pacds, Lib. Delapgrave, 15 Rue SoufHor.
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Urso had a brother Robert, commonly called Le Dispenser on
account of his office as steward to William the Congueror : and,
apparently, another brother, William,

Urso wzs nephew of Ralph de Tancarville, who was great-
grancson of Tancred, one of the compaunions of Rollo in the Conquest
of Normzndy, The pedigree is as follows :—*

PEDIGREE No. 1.

Tancred, drea giz,
.., of Hauteviile, ~hich he received from Rollo for his valour in the Conguest of
o Normandy.

Ralph, one of the 12 sons of Tancred,
Gerald = Helindis.

I - I
Raloh or Racu) d= Tancarville, Almericus IMAbitoe,
B. &rz: soco; ML cireg 1035
Manilie = Martn, p. 1.

| [
Roiert e Cipenser, Urso D'Abitot = Adeliza. Will!am.

Rogmr. . Waiter De Beauchamp - Emmlelinc. Richard Elitz Urso*
) into whose family,
from Urso and Em-
meline, passed the
hereditary office of
Sheriffof Worcester,

|
Willia= D Beauchamp.  Stephen De Beauchamp; Emma = Ralph, Baron
of Sudeley.

Rzipk, cr Raoul, de Tancarville was, according to Martin,
choser as Gulardian of William Duke of Normandy during the
latter’s minoriz, about the vear 1090, and afterwards he became his
Heredizarv Ciamberlzin ; hence William’s friendship for, and his
attachment . Urso D’Abltot, the nephew of the Chamberlain,

*So Lewis Applion, Uss: D'Abitel and Castle of Worcester, Brit. Mus., confirmed

v by Martin s et : and see Bank’s Dermant Barenage, Vol IIL.,
YWomsstar, no 718, sh0

tUrss's oo Rictaerd prob. fought at Lincoln 1046 : Freeman's Narman Conguest,
Vel V., p.ooin

tMorasr Eomre, Vsl I, o, reg, states that lands ar Fairstead, near Coggeshall,
RN tindred, 2nd Commerse (ie., Lammarsh, ep. ¢it., Vol, I1., D, 268

= by 3iephen de Beauchamp, who married Isolda, daughter of Robert

Edrl Ferrers: and see Chap, V.
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Urso D'Abitot probably figured 2 the great battle* and, like
other Norman barons, received after e Conguest numerous manors,
especially in Worcestershire. In 1071 the Conqueror created Urso
Vicecomes de Wigorn, Governor of the City of Worcester and
Constable of the Castle.

Members of the D’Abitot family remained on the seigneurie
in France down to the end of the fourtenth century, while the Counts
of Tancarville appear to have held l:-ds there 1ill the Revolution.

It is worth mentioning that the grez: Norman family of de Ferrers,
who at the Clonquest received large grznts of manors in Derbyshire,
and who figure constantly in these pzges, were associated with the
D’Abitots in Normandy, and as Couzts of Longueville held land
at Abitot.1

What is the conreclion of the D'Abitots - ith the Albinis ?

Pym Yeatman is emphatic but ur:nvincing that the D'Abitots
were closely connected with the gr::: Normzn Earl, Roger de
Montgomery, near kinsman of the Cenguercr, Normannus ex
Normannis, who himself was of the Alzini clan. In one place this
antiquary suggests that Urso was br:ier of Roger Montgomery,
in another that he was his son.i No Zefinite proof appears to be
forthcoming of either relationship, bui- assuming that the Albinis,
the Toenis and Tancred, the founds- of the D’Abirots, are all
descended, as scems probable, from var Jarl of the Uplanders,
they were at any rate of the sam: stock. Roger de Poictou,
Pictavensis, whose name is of importz-e in connection with South
Lancashire, was a son of Roger Mor:zomery.$

The D’ Abitot family in England.

The history of the descendants of U0 2nd of his brother Robert
Le Dispenser, in England, seems neves 10 have been fully worked
out,

*See M. E. De Magny Asbiliaire d2 Normancie. 152, in Hawre Municipal Library,
at p. 2. In the Church of Dives, near Casr 1 r=adern iist of the j50 Narmans,
etc., who followed William ineludes the ol Ours D Abitot 3 and see Hist.
Generale de Normandie, by Gabriel de Mow, Rouen, 1531, Hawre Municipal
Library, p. 39.

tMartin, p. 42, and below, Chap. 1L, : and see
Recherches sur le Domesday, Vol. L., p. 45, i
charters.

YFeudal Derbyikire, Vol IV, p. 164, and Fouse -
that Tancred de Hauteville was related oo

§For Roger Montgomery's sons, see Francis F
Vol II1., pp. 113-5; also Vol I, p. 38
The Haurvilles were a numerous clan of -
to most of the great Norman families : see ree of Tancred and the Haut-
villes mainly as conguernrs in Apulia an: : sg. b, Vel IV, p. 03
and Table XXVIII. at end. For Roger -lonigemery, see Ordericus Vitalis,
Vol. II., p. 196.

ces given by Lechaudé I Anisy
. Mus, o IDXAbitots in varjous

el pp. 37, 149 ¢ he also states
. House of Arundel, p. 11g.
sl WWorks, 1919, Nermanr,
Vel Ii., p. 27z, for Tancred.
0ol Rollo and related




P_.te 2.

Arms of Barlow of Middlethorpe, Co “orks,, granted 19 Thomas Barlow, 16ig1.
See Chern IX., Ay
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PLATE 3.
showing corner of modern chiteau to right,

(i) Tancarviils Casle. Nurmandy.
and Ri.:r Srine in the distance.

(ii.) Church of 3t. Jean DiAbict. Normandy.
From photographs by the author.
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Thomas Habington, in his Survey of Worcestershire, temp. James 1.,
gives a list of some thirty or forty manors held by Urso in the county
of Worcester* alone, and also of the manors held by Robert in the
same county.

Three villages, namely Crombe (now the seat of the Coventry
family), Ridmarley and Hyndlip, were closely connected with the
family, two actually bearing the name of Dabitote : and Habington,
speaking of the family, savs that they were :\—%

“In the Ravgne of the towe (two) Wiliiams Highe Shyreefes & choyse

Lordes of this Shyre and tieyre office & inheritance after devolved to the

Lordes Beauchamp and Earles of Warwick. . . . Thys family of Dabetote

descendinge from Robere Dabeigte Lord Steward of the Conqueror’s House

and brother of Urso Datztote before mentoned rysinge in three severail
braunches and all out of ors tree weare seated in as many Manors in thys shyre
The one in Rydmarley which of hym is surnamed Rydmarley Dabetote)
The other heere (Croome Dabetote)
The last in Hyndlyp :

and althoughe they mygh: have greater landes, or other younger sprayes

issewinge from thease, yei thease were of principal note, . . ., But familyes

bave theyre pervodes or by daughters and coheyres are translated into houses
of ather surnames and so Croma Dabitote becarne after of the Jandes of Clare
of Kidderminster," '+

‘One of the earliest references to Urso in England is in the famous
charter of rogg, a copy of which is still among muniments at
Lincoln, by which William Rufus gave to 1 —

“ The Church of St. Marvat Lincoln, to Robert Bishop of the same Church,
and to all his succors. for «ver for the good of the souls of my Father and
Mother, the church of Ochi--on " ? Eckington! and the Church of Chesterfield
and the church of Ashbou= ard the church of Mansfield and the chapels
which are on the Berewites zdfoining the same four Manors ;7§

and to this deed the great barons and ecclesiastics, such as the Bishop
of Winchester, the Bishop of Durham, William Peveril, and finally
Urso de Abetot himself, swire wirtnesses,

This deed is importan: ; it may contain the first mention of
Eckington, a place which s w0 figure later as a centre of interest

*Sureey, Vol. 1., PP. 103, 10f. Habirgton was involved in the Gunpowder Plat,
but was allowed 1o °3cape puniiment on condion of retiring to his Worcester.
shite estate, and there he - Rlr Surver of the county, Hindlip passed in
1563 to the Habingtons, and -vas in possession of Thomas Habington himself
at the time of the Gunpowder Plor; 1, A, Weres,, Vel I11., p. 396, Croome
did not come into the posses:an of the Covermy family till 1592,

10p. cit, Vol 1, p. 176,

+Habington wrote abour 1630, F:r references ta the Todeny and Dispensers, see
Survey, Vol. L., p. 536. Hating:cn notes rather mournfully that “ Theyse

Dabitotes . . , are in our age > vanished as besing our auncientest gentillmen
synce the Conquest they now szarce appeare in our county ;" op. cif., Vol. 11,
pp. 265-6,

§The deed is given in Pym Yeatmzn's Chesterfistd Keards, p.o123; and see Lineoln
Record Society, Vol XXVII. Regiztrum Antig. of Linesin Cathedral, by C. W.
Forster, 1931, p. 17 ; this give: the Srst church rot as Eckington but as Orston
in Notts ; Urso also appears .= arter Lincoln creds, sze pp. 13, 18, cte. ;oas
do Henry de Ferrers, p. 17, ar William and Nigel Albini er Aubigny, Pp- 29,
34, 45, etc.
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for the Barlow family, while the ccanecton between these Derbyshire
churches and Lincolnshire is con<nued half a century or so later,

when Hasculus Musard, d. ¢irea 1137, gave Barlow to the monastery
at Louth Park.*

Urso himself had a distingeshed carcert from the Battle of
Senlac to about 1118, when he was laid peacefully to rest in Worcester
Cathedral. A sad despeiler of == Church on occasions, he came
under the ban of the Archbishop s York, and the jingle :—

* Hightest tho:. Urse?
Have thou =od’s curse”
is often quoted by chroniclers. Bu: in spite of thay, he found peaceful
burial in the cathedral of the town and county he had somewhat
mercilessly scourged.t

In the reign of Henry L., 11¢:-1:35, Urso’s son, Roger,§ dared
to lay hands on a servant of the Kirz, z22d “vas in consequence deprived
of his lands, which the King ther zranted to Wealter de Beauchamp,
who had married Roger's sister Tmrmeline.

The Victoria History gf Weistershire gives an account from
contemporary records of the D’AZitct family and their holdings in
the county after Urso’s death, espria’ly in connection with the three
villages or manors mentioned >+ Habington. namely, Crombe
D’Abitot,|| Hindlip,f and Ridmz-ev D'Abizot,** which apparently
were respectively centres of three Zranches of the family. All three
villages were in the Qswaldslow Funcred, and liz towards the south-
west side of the county, near th: banks of the Severn and Aven,
Ridmarley being close to the Gl:iucastershire border,

Tradition has it that the Derbashire D'Abjtots sprang either
from Robert le Dispenser or from : iuniir brarch of the Worcester-
shire D’Abitots, and the authc: dsveizd comiiderable labour to
examining this claim ; but tha: the resezrches of the Revd.
S. P. H. Statham (see Pedigree - tzlow’ it ncw appears probable
that the Derbyshire D'Abitots trz:z —escznt dirsctly from the great
Urso himself.

*Pegge Coll., Vol. 1V., p. 203, [t was robobly on this separation from Staveley
that the Chapel of St. Laurence sz ersciec at Barizw by the Monastery of
Louth Park.

tIn 1074, in the rcbellion of the Earls o
co-operation with Wulstan Bishop of
by preventing the Earl of Hereforc

+The authority for the burial of Ursa I
King John lay is :—" The laborious
English antiquities presented to Hz
by Appleton. See also Freeman's

§ Note the names Roger and Robert ap;
habitually named the eldest son a:

# V. H. Worer,, Vol 1., pp. 313-4, an-

€0p. ar, 111 p. 358,

**0p. at., II1., p. 485,

=rfed and Nofolk, Urse D'Abitot, In
ster. ¢id yeoman service for the King
the Sevarn,

:in Wercester Cathedral where later
—ev and sezrch of John Levland for
b wvear of his Reign,” cited
L Mall TV, p. o175,

. the Albinis of Cainhos

Tetn £o Neoill :here cited.
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